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A new step

Poonam Jain / TNN

ERRA International is revo-
Slutiomsing the early child-

hood education scenario.
The pre-school is richly and -
carefully resourced to stimulate
learning and development.
“Our aim is to revolutionise the
early childhood education in the
country by providing world-
class curriculum,” says Arun
Arora, Chairman of SERRA In-
ternational pre-schools.

Catering to preschoolers, it

has partnered with EtonHouse,
Singapore, to ensure quality.
The curriculum is based on the
UK Early Learning Goals, and
inspired by Inquiry-based learn-
ing and Reggio Emilia educa-
tional approach of Northern
Italy. Though Reggio Emilia
started in Italy after World War
I, the Reggio Emilia approach
attracts worldwide attention. A
case in point is the parent in-
volvement and the concepts of
teachers as learners at SERRA.
“The parents’ role eventually
mirrors on the Child - at both
home and the classroom level.
And that's why parents are wel-
come to take part in discus-
sions, child development con-
cerns, and curriculum plan-

ning,” says Monisha Pandit, .
Head of Training. Teachers’
long-term commitment to en-
hancing the understanding of
children is at the crux of the
Reggio Emilia approach. “We
give autonomy to the teacher.
She becomes a skilled observer
and implements a curriculum
specific to the child’s needs.”

Children ask questions to ex-
plore new possibilities, clarify
their thinking, and solve prob-
lems. Underlining the impor-
tance of questioning, Arun Aro-
ra wanted to encourage chil-
dren’s natural curiosity. “When
children inquire, they are both
problem solvers and problem
posers and that’s why SERRA
thrives on these tiny tots talk-
ing their heads off,” he says.

SERRA believes environment
is the third teacher. “We create
an environment which is rich
with provocation to challenge
their thinking,” says Pandit.
Learning is by no means limited
to classrooms. *Natural environ-
ment, the outdoors and local
community are all an integzal
part of a children’s curriculum,”
she concludes.
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SERRA International to set up 1000 Reggio
Emila inspired pre-schools across India

Bangalore 2nd September
2011: With increasing de-
mand of high quality early
childhood education in the
country, SERRA Interna-
tional Pre-schools is spear-
heading the penetration of
its new age Reggio Emilia
inspired pre-schoolsin India.
Overthe next seven years,
SERRA Intemational will be
setting up over 1000 pre-
schools across tier| and tier
Il cities in the country.

SERRA has already estab-
lished 26 international pre-
schools across major met-
ropolitan cities such as
Bengaluru, Mumbai, Pune,
Delhi, Kolkata, Ahmedabad
and Indore. In Bengaluru, the
pre-schools are present at
HSR Layout, Indiranagar,
Mahalakshmipuram,
Marthahalli and
Sahakamagar. Parents in

these locations now have
access to quality early child-
hood education with an in-
terationally resourced cur-
riculum and skilled educa-
tors. With the backing of
Singapore-based
EtonHouse Group, SERRA
is committed to provide
quality pre-school education
across the country.

Announcing the expansion
plans, Chairman of SERRA
Intemational pre-schools,
Arun Arora said, “Bengaluru
will be our strong hub for
penetration of high quality
SERRA pre-schoolg in
Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and
Kerala. We shall be setting
up 1000 franchised intema-
tional pre-schools in the next
seven years across India.
Our aim is to revolutionise
the early childhood educa-

tion in the country by pro-
viding world-class curricu-
fum.”

The Reggio Emilia educa-
tional approach of northem
Italy is one of the recent
entrants in early childhood
education scenario in the
country. A large number of
pre-schools across devel-
oped nations such as US,
UK, Australia, New Zealand,
and Canada are practicing
this unique approach which
is based on the principles of
respect for each child and
self learning through explo-
ration and inquiry in a stimu-
lating and enriching environ-
ment facilitated by well
trained teachers. The ap-
proach is now gaining popu-
larity in India with a growing
number of parents opting for
Reggio Emilia inspired
SERRA pre-schools.

SERRA remains the only
pre-school chain in Jndia to
have an international partner
in the form of EtonHouse
International Education
Group. The Singapore-
based group is well-estab-
lished in Asia with 52
schools and pre-schools
across Singapore, China,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Korea,
Vietnam, Japan and India
with students from 54 differ-
ent nationalities.
SERRA is one of the fast-
est growing pre-school
chains in the country, with
passionate individuals com-
ing together to launch their
own centres in various parts
of the country. The minimum
investment required to set
, up @ SERRAfranchised pre-
school is approximately Rs.
12 to Rs. 18 lakhs with a
minimum area of 2000 sq ft.
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